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CONVENTION  RECOLLECTIONS. 

It  was  truly  one  of  the  best  we've  ever  had,  and,  of  course,  I'm 
referring  to  our  ISASC  get-together  in  San  Francisco.  Blessed  with 
good  weather,  a  city  with  endless  charm,  a  program  that  satisfied  a 
scale  collector's  heart,  and  a  record-breaking  100-plus  turnout,  we 
expected  a  banner  event  and  that's  what  we  got. 

The  long  weekend  started  on  Thursday  night  at  Bill  Doniger's  home 
overlooking  the  vista  of  San  Francisco's  famed  Bay  area,  but  the 
breathtaking  view  faced  stiff  competition  from  the  magnificent 
collection  of  scales  and  weights  which  Bill  has  acquired  over  the 
years.  About  70  or  so  members  and  spouses,  somewhat  spellbound  by  all 
there  was  to  see,  wined,  dined  and  browsed  for  several  hours,  and 
several  wondered  what  possibly  could  follow  Bill's  "act." 

Friday,  the  good  times  continued,  first  with  an  intriguing  afternoon 
visit  to  the  Old  Mint  in  downtown  San  Francisco  with  its  collection  of 
memorabilia  that  survived  the  big  earthquake  (including  some  very 
unusual  scales) .  Friday  evening  ushered  in  our  customary  "get- 
acquainted"  meeting,  with  members  initiating  new  friendships  and 
renewing  long-standing  ones,  poring  over  photo  albums,  examining  the 
"real  thing"  brought  for  display  by  several  local  members,  and 
immersing  themselves  'til  midnight  or  so  in  ways  metrological. 
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Saturday  morning  featured  an  engrossing  tour  of  San  Francisco's 
highlights,  culminating  in  a  visit  to  the  famed  Wells  Fargo  Museum. 
With  appetites  properly  whetted,  lunch  was  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
nothing  could  have  been  nicer  than  Johnny  Kan's  in  the  heart  of 
Chinatown.  Exotic  dishes  kept  coming  (with  nary  a  hint  of  plain  old- 
fashioned  chop  suey) ,  and  our  members  just  kept  eating  and  eating. 

Then,  it  was  back  to  the  Sir  Francis  Drake  (and  no  hotel  could  have 
extended  itself  more  to  please  us) ,  to  attend  our  silent  auction. 

Need  we  tell  you  it  was  a  resounding  success?  It  seems  everyone  sold 
or  bought  something,  and  everyone  went  away  happy. 

Saturday  night  was  the  BIG  night,  of  course,  and  everyone  came 
dressed  to  the  nines  to  enjoy  cocktails  and  hors  d ' oeuvres  and  a 
sumptuous  dinner.  Post-dinner  festivities  included  a  presentation  of 
inscribed  commemorative  ISASC  tiles  to  Jan  Macho  and  Steve  and  Riva- 
Jill  Ginsberg  for  services  rendered  as  past  convention  chairpersons, 
and  to  Bill  Doniger  and  Dale  Reed  for  their  sterling  performance  in 
that  same  capacity  for  the  San  Francisco  event.  On  a  special  note,  a 
presentation  was  made  to  Tod  Carley,  in  absentia  (covered  in  more 
detail  further  on) .  Also,  your  president  was  pleasantly  surprised  to 
be  the  recipient  of  an  inscribed  "trophy"  for  services  rendered  to 
ISASC.  The  latter  part  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  round-table 
fashion  discussing  the  state  of  our  society  and  exchanging  some 
thoughts  having  to  do  with  future  leadership. 

Sunday  morning  came  all  too  soon,  but  everyone  seemed  to  have 
recovered  sufficiently  from  the  sins  of  the  flesh  to  partake  of 
continental  breakfast  (preferably  sitting  down) .  Then,  the  matter  of 
members  staying  awake  was  readily  solved  by  the  metrology  seminar, 
which  featured  engrossing  talks  by  Lou  Costa,  Diana  Crawforth,  and 
John  Cattle  on  subjects  so  diverse  as  only  metrology  could  produce. 
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Finally,  on  a  parting  note,  members  met  on  the  hotel's  Starlight  Roof 
(what  a  view!)  for  a  buffet  luncheon  (will  we  ever  stop  eating?)  and 
fond  farewells. 

It  was  truly  a  wonderful  time  for  all,  and  our  thanks  go  to  so  many 
people  who  made  it  so  --  Bill  Doniger  and  Dale  Reed,  for  their 
herculean  efforts;  their  spouses,  Mary  and  Donna;  their  other 
committee  members,  Shirley  and  Bob  Mohr  and  Madeline  Goodwin;  the 
speakers,  mentioned  earlier;  our  hosts  at  the  Old  Mint  and  the  Wells 
Fargo  Museum;  and,  of  course,  to  the  many  members  who  came,  saw,  and 
were  the  raison  d'etre  for  it  all. 


We  also  want  to  especially  thank  Diana  Crawforth,  a  dear  friend  to  so 
many  of  us,  and  to  her  friend,  Leslie  Hitchins  of  Oxford,  England,  for 
being  with  us.  Diana  wrote  and  asked  that  we  convey  her  post¬ 
convention  sentiments  to  our  members,  which  we're  most  agreeable  to 
doing: 

"My  trip  to  San  Francisco  was  potentially  difficult  for  me, 
having  last  seen  you  all  when  Michael  was  alive  and  full  of 
enthusiasm  and  vigour.  As  things  turned  out,  your  warmth  and 
loving  kindness  made  the  visit  a  wonderful,  cheerful  occasion. 

It  was  delightful  to  be  with  you  all  again  and  to  see  how  much 
pleasure  everyone  got  from  discussing  scales  and  renewing 
friendships.  The  days  before  and  after  the  convention  were 
filled  with  stimulating  visits,  superb  food,  interesting 
conversations  and  new  experiences.  Leslie  Hitchins  had  a 
perpetual  smile  on  his  face,  and  loved  the  Americans  and 
California  as  much  as  I  do.  We  both  appreciated  your  acceptance 
of  him  as  my  loving  companion.  I  want  to  thank  you  all  deeply 
for  your  generosity  in  inviting  me  to  your  delightful  convention." 

Diana  Crawforth 
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Two  more  convention-related  observations: 

1)  We  have  about  20  convention  programs  (mini-EQM  in  style)  left 
over,  and  will  be  happy  to  give  them  to  members  on  a  first-come, 
first-served  basis.  Simply  write  me  and  one  will  be  sent  you 
shortly. 

2)  Aside  from  the  convention's  success  in  cultural,  educational,  and 
entertaining  ways,  it  also  was  a  financial  success,  netting 
slightly  more  than  $2,000.  Now  that's  the  way  to  put  on  a  party! 

CONVENTION  PREPARATIONS. 

It  seems  no  sooner  does  one  convention  end  than  we  are  busy,  busy 
planning  another,  but  that's  the  way  it  goes.  Philadelphia  is  our 
next  site,  the  dates  are  May  10-13,  1990,  the  place  is  the  attractive 
Adams  Mark  Hotel,  and  the  busy,  busy  co-chairmen  doing  the  planning 
are  members  Emil  Cohn  and  Lew  Weiss.  You'll  be  hearing  directly  from 
them  as  1989  turns  into  1990,  but  meanwhile,  hang  a  big,  big  note  on 
your  kitchen  or  bathroom  wall  and  tell  everyone  you  know  that  you're 
committed  that  weekend. 

GEORGE  MALLIS  GOINGS-ON. 

Even  though  George  and  his  wife,  Lois,  couldn't  make  it  to  San 
Francisco,  George  has  been  anything  but  idle.  The  July  issue  of  the 
New  England  Antiques  Journal  carried  an  exceptionally  fine  article 
authored  by  George  and  titled  —  you  guessed  it  —  Collecting  Antique 
Scales .  Running  three-and-a-half  oversized  pages,  and  with  plenty  of 
photographs,  the  article  covered  scales  from  a  historical  perspective, 
maintained  a  scholarly  tone,  and  at  the  same  time  was  couched  in  lay 
language  that  made  for  some  most  interesting  reading.  George  has 
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sent  the  article  off  to  Diana  Crawforth  for  EQM  consideration,  but  if 
you'd  like  your  own  copy,  write  the  publication  at  4  Church  Street, 
Ware,  MA  01082,  and  enclose  $1.50  (postage  included). 

On  another  front,  George  writes  to  tell  us  that  he  and  member  Eric 
Newman  of  St.  Louis  are  collaborating  on  a  book  to  be  titled 
"Compendium  of  United  States  Coin  Scales  and  Counterfeit  Coin 

Detectors . "  The  subject  is  one  on  which  George  is  a  recognized 
authority,  and  yet  he's  quick  to  admit  he  and  Eric  can  use  any  and 
all  information  on  the  subject  that  members  are  able  to  provide. 
Consequently,  he's  provided  us  with  a  letter  detailing  their  needs, 
which  we've  enclosed  in  this  mailing.  I  know  George  and  Eric  will  be 
most  grateful  for  any  help  you  can  give  them,  so  do  your  best. 

AND  FROM  TUNBRIDGE  WELLS... 


This  past  June  we  heard  from  English  member  David  Matthews,  whose 
business  as  well  as  his  hobby  is  scales.  David  is  Director  of  Kent  & 
Sussex  Scales  Ltd  and  an  ISASC  member  of  eight  years'  standing.  He 
wrote  to  tell  us  of  a  July  4th  Sotheby  auction  of  20  lots  (scales  and 
weights)  from  his  collection.  The  auction  date,  of  course,  has  come 
and  gone,  but  David  went  on  to  tell  us  that  he  still  possesses  another 
30  scales  and  200  weights,  all  of  which  are  for  sale.  He's  extended 
an  invitation  to  any  of  our  members  who  are  England  bound  to  pay  him  a 
visit,  to  see  what's  for  sale  (and  what  is  not),  and  to  enjoy  an 
escorted  tour  of  his  scale  company.  David  points  out  that  he's  only  a 
35-minute  drive  from  Gatwick  and  60  minutes  from  Heathrow.  If  you're 
considering  a  visit  to  jolly  old  England,  this  sounds  like  a 
delightful  sojourn.  You  can  write  or  call  David  at  his  company 
(above) ,  Colebrook  Industrial  Estate,  Longfield  Road,  Tunbridge  Wells, 
Kent  TN2  3DG ,  ENGLAND;  Tel.  (0892)26080. 
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BOOK  NEWS  FROM  CANADA. 

Gary  Batz,  one  of  our  more  erudite  members  and  a  metrology  scholar  of 
considerable  repute,  tells  us  of  a  new  book  which,  as  he  puts  it, 
"should  be  the  leading  authority  for  many  years  on  the  subject  of 
Apothecaries'  Weights."  Gary  has  written  an  extensive  review  of  the 
publication  which  would  lead  one  to  conclude  it's  an  absolute  must  for 
any  metrology  library,  so  we've  taken  the  liberty  of  enclosing  Gary's 
two-page  review,  verbatim,  with  this  mailing.  It  tells  all,  including 
how  to  purchase  a  copy. 

And  still  on  the  same  subject  (books,  that  is) ,  Gary  also  has 
acquainted  us  with  another  new  book  titled  L'Aventure  Du  Metre  (The 
Adventures  of  the  Meter) .  While  written  in  French,  Gary  points  out 
that  it's  "easy  to  read  for  a  metrology  beginner  with  a  basic 
knowledge  of  French,"  and  is  replete  with  pictures.  He's  reviewed 
this  one  also,  in  most  praiseworthy  terms,  impelling  us  to  enclose  the 
review  with  the  information  necessary  to  acquire  a  copy.  Thank  you, 
Gary,  for  providing  this  valuable  service  to  our  members. 

CHANGING  OF  THE  GUARD. 


As  many  of  you  know,  Tod  Carley,  a  long-time  ISASC  member,  director 
and  officer,  disposed  of  his  scale  collection  last  year  when  he  moved 
to  a  smaller  residence,  and  at  the  time  was  obliged  to  relinquish  his 
ISASC  duties.  Consequently,  he  felt  it  best  to  resign  as  an  officer 
and  director,  but  in  view  of  his  many  years  of  exemplary  service  to 
ISASC,  the  directors  felt  it  most  fitting  to  elevate  him  to  Honorary 
Life  Member  and  Director  Emeritus.  Tod  could  not  be  with  us  in  San 
Francisco,  but,  in  absentia,  a  tribute  was  paid  him  at  the 
convention's  banquet  and  a  commemorative  plaque  awarded  him. 
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Faced  with  the  need  to  replace  Tod,  three  of  your  directors,  namely 
myself,  Jan  Macho  and  Bill  Doniger,  nominated  Steve  Ginsberg  as  both  a 
director  and  vice  president.  At  this  writing,  the  nomination  is  being 
submitted  to  a  directors'  vote,  and  if  all  goes  as  expected,  by  the 
time  you  receive  the  next  EQM,  Steve  will  have  been  elected  to  serve 
until  the  end  of  1991. 


MISCELLANY. 


**  Any  of  us  who  might  have  wondered  what  kind  of  scales  are  used 
in  the  USSR  will  be  edified  to  learn  that  produce  scales  are 
definitely  a  part  of  the  peasantry's  way  of  life.  Last  April, 
Time  magazine  ran  a  story  on  Mother  Russia,  including  a  big-as- 
life  color  photo  of  a  vegetable  market  and  an  array  of  scales  for 
weighing  the  produce.  However  plentiful  they  seem  to  be,  we're 
still  waiting  for  our  first  Russian  member  (and  I'm  still  looking 
for  my  first  Russian  letter/parcel  scale) . 


(over) 
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**  Our  latest  library  list  is  enclosed,  as  a  helpmate  to  your  adding 
to  your  own  personal  library  of  reading  material  and  artifacts. 
Many  of  our  members  are  gradually  acquiring  our  entire  offering, 
including  a  complete  set  of  EQM's.  And  if  you'd  like  "someone"  to 
give  you  a  special  holiday  present,  simply  circle  those  items  that 
entice  you,  write  across  the  top,  "Gee,  I'd  really  like  these," 
and  place  the  list  under  your  spouse's  nose.  Experience  tells  us 
that  it  works  every  time. 

**  Trivia  Question:  What  U.S.  city,  measured  by  its  household 
population,  has  the  largest  percentage  of  ISASC  members? 

Answer:  Milford,  California,  with  a  huge  10%  of  its  households 

being  ISASC  members.  Proof:  Milford,  with  a  population  of  70, 
represents  20  households  (3.5  persons  per  household),  and  of  those 
20  households,  two  are  occupied  (separately)  by  ISASC  members  Ted 
(and  Jean)  Stein  and  Betty  (and  Will)  Horan.  Unless  our  arith¬ 
metic  has  failed  us,  two  out  of  20  is  a  clear,  unmistakable, 
earthshaking  10%.  Challenge:  If  any  other  member's  city  can 
match  or  beat  this  record,  let  us  hear  from  you  and  we'll 
apologetically  make  amends  in  print.  Until  then,  three  cheers  for 
Milford ! 

**  Also  enclosed  is  Supplement  #1  for  your  membership  directory. 

Our  membership  continues  to  grow  at  a  healthy  rate,  and  at  this 
writing  the  North  American  Chapter  is  at  an  all-time  high  of  242. 

Before  we  say  "so  long,"  we  want  to  apologize  for  the  two-week  delay 
in  mailing  this  issue  of  EQM.  It  seems  our  editor  was  ailing  for  a 
while  (although  she's  just  fine  now),  and  then  the  manuscript  was 
unduly  delayed  by  customs  (a  problem  we're  correcting  for  the 
future).  In  any  event,  we'll  be  back  on  schedule  this  fall  and  will 
be  writing  you  again. 


Fraternally, 


